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2015, the SAWS program was exposed
and made public. And after congres-
sional hearings and inquiries, the Pat-
ent Office announced the program had
been retired. As one senior patent offi-
cial told me, ‘“That program had to
gO.”

So it has been an ongoing struggle on
the outside and on the inside to main-
tain the strength and integrity of
America’s patent system.

On the legislative side, there is a bi-
partisan coalition now, led by dedi-
cated Representatives like MARCY KAP-
TUR of Ohio and THOMAS MASSIE of
Kentucky. They just introduced H.R.
6264, Restoring America’s Leadership
in Innovation Act of 2018, a bill that
will, if we can get it enacted, undo
many of the legislative setbacks Amer-
ica’s patent system has suffered in the
last two decades. I am, of course, an
original cosponsor of that bill, and I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring it.

There is really good news—and here
is some really good news—from the ex-
ecutive branch. Secretary of Commerce
Wilbur Ross is deeply committed to
protecting the intellectual property of
American inventors. He is willing to
fight the good fight to protect us
against foreign competitors who would
steal our inventors’ genius and use it
against our own hardworking people.

Secretary Ross is working with our
new director of the Patent Office,
Andrei Iancu, and he is committed to
protecting inventors and creators.
Both of them, with President Trump’s
guidance and Vice President PENCE’s
encouragement, are declaring that the
patent system will be totally trans-
parent and fully accountable.

I might say, Director Iancu has just
reaffirmed that commitment in a writ-
ten statement to Congress:

Today, at the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, every action we take is on the public
record and recorded in a publicly available
database.

So there is reason for optimism that
we have turned a corner in our long-
term efforts to protect—and, yes, re-
claim and maintain and repair—some
of the damages that have been done
from both the outside attack of our
patent system and the inside, out-of-
line actions that were taken without
oversight or accountability, like the
SAWS program.

It is not appropriate to cover up or
withhold information. It is time to
make up for those past errors and to
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set a path for America’s Patent Office
to offer efficient, honest, and totally
above-board service.

The new director has his hands full.
But he has the right game plan: total
transparency and full accountability.

When it comes to innovation and
technology, we are, with our American
President, the Vice President, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, and the team over
at the Patent Office, together, making
America great again.

So I would ask my colleagues, please,
I know this is a complicated issue, we
talked to the American people, we
know that patent law seems like it
should be complicated, but it is not.
For someone who invents something,
our Founding Fathers put into place a
property right for those people who in-
vent, an inventor, to be able, at least
for 17 years, have control over his or
her invention.

This has worked well for the United
States. It is so sad that, for decades
now, they have been trying to under-
mine it. But we are reclaiming that
today with the Trump administration,
the Secretary of Commerce, the head
of the Patent Office, and the Vice
President of the United States, who are
dedicated to protecting the rights of
our inventors and, thus, protecting the
great standard of living and the safety
of the United States of America, which
is so dependent on having a techno-
logical edge against any competitor or
enemy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE PUR-
SUANT TO ARTICLE I, SECTION T,
OF THE UNITED STATES CON-
STITUTION

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
offer a resolution constituting a ques-
tion of the privileges of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 1019

Resolved, That the conference report ac-
companying H.R. 5515, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2019 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes, in the
opinion of this House, contravenes the first
clause of the seventh section of the first arti-
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cle of the Constitution of the United States
and is an infringement of the privileges of
this House and that such bill be respectfully
recommitted to the committee of con-
ference.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution presents a question of the
privileges of the House.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 9 o’clock
and 28 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
A REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM
THE COMMITTEE ON RULES, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-873) on the resolution (H.
Res. 1020) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, July 25, 2018, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the second quar-
ter of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JOSH MARTIN, EXPENDED BETWEEN MAY 24 AND JUNE 4, 2018

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency ?

Country Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

Josh Martin 5/25 5/26

France

190.00

190.00
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